70                      SIERRA    LEONE
twenty-five years. As Captain Stanley said in his
Memorandum to the Governor :
<c From the above it will be gathered that although
something definite is annually being achieved through
the redemption of slaves, we cannot look to redemption
alone for a solution of this problem." l
If the average rate of redemption was 800 a year
since the census was taken in 1921, the total number
of domestic slaves to be set free in 1927 would be
about 214,000. But this figure would not, of course,
include variation due to sales and purchases across
the Liberian frontier.
But what had the Colonial Office been doirg all
this time ? As I have already said, Lord Milner
was deeply disturbed by the situation. After his
discussion with Mr. Wilkinson, the then Governor
of Sierra Leone, he agreed to <c a gradual registra-
tion of existing slaves/' with a view to the ultimate
abolition of slavery. Fourteen months later (as
Lord Milner ascertained by enquiry) nothing had
been done, owing very largely to the fact that the
Administration had not been able to settle down
with its full complement of officials after the war.
It therefore fell to Mr. Winston Churchill to take
up the question, but beyond declaring that the law
in Sierra Leone was far from satisfactory, and that
more vigorous measures for abolition should be
undertaken, very little was done until the arrival
in the Colony of Sir Ransford Slater. From this
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